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For the Methodist Protestant. 
NEW tORK. 


Portage, January 15, 1833. 


Dear Brother,—The work of God has been 
gradually progressing on this Circuit, since our 
last conference. We have received about 20 
into society; and numbers have experienced re- 
ligion, who have not yet joined. The members 
are much united, and general peace and harmo- 
ny prevail. Our last quarterly meeting was held 
at Nunda Valley, the last Saturday and Sabbath 
in December. At this place we organized a 
_ class, about six weeks since, which nw num- 
bers 16 members, and is rapidly increasing. The 
Presbyterian Church exhibited much of the chris- 
tian spirit during the quarterly meeting, They 
voluntarily dispensed with their own meeting, 
and attended ours, with their minister, who took 
an active part in the exercises. And both min- 
ister and people came to the table with us. It 
was truly pleasing to see five different denomi- 
nations of Christians bowing at the sacred altar, 
and commemorating together the death and suf- 
ferings of their common Lord. It was consid- 
ered by many, to be the best meeting they ever 
attended. As far as I have been able to learn, 
the work is generally prosperous in this district. 

At our late quarterly meeting we received Rev. 
Lemuel Smith as a ministe*among us. He was 
one of the first Itinerant ‘Methodist preachers 
that went into New England, better than 40 
years ago. He is appointed to Binghamton. 

We are much pleased with the plan, (as far 
as we understand it,) of Bro. Snethen, for the 
education of our young men. We are waiting 
with much anxiety to see the constitution; and 
should it meet the general approbation, I think 
we may furnish a number of young men for the 
institution. Wehave a number in this district, 
of promising talents, provided they could be 
cultivated. I do hope, Mr. Editor, that no min- 
ister or layman among us, will ever be heard to 
lift his voice against this institution, or, at least, 
against the education of our young men. 

An ignorant ministry has ever been the great- 
est bane of the church. Intelligence and virtue 
are the basis of our free and evangelical institu- 
tions. Although I am-no Prophet, nor the son 
of a Prophet, yet I fear not to predict, that with- 
out an intelligent ministry, our institutions 
would be annihilated in Jess than twenty five 
years. We have learning, talents, experience, 
weight of character, influence, craft, policy, in- 
terest, envy and malice, all combined in one 
mighty phalanx against our enterprize. Against 
this formidable host we have only to oppose a 


learned and holy ministry, sustained by an in-' 


telligent and virtuous laity; and one shall chase 
a thousand, and two shall put ten thousand to 
flight, and God will give us the victory. 
Yours, &c. 
Orren MILter, 
President. 


¥ 
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Mr. Editor,—In looking over the minutes of 
our last Conference I find that Elder Dare was 
left without a station until he should make sat- 
isfaction to the conference. It is due Mr. El- 
der Dare to say, that on the examination of his 
character at the conference, some things came 
up against him which bore an unfavorable as- 
pect. As he was not present to make any ex- 
planation, the conference made that disposal of 
his case; meanwhile referring those reports to 
the President, and authorising him, provided 
Elder Dare made satisfaction, to give him a sta- 
tion. Accordingly I had an interview with him, 
soon after the conference rose, and he made a 
satisfactory explanation, and was appointed to 
travel Hanibal Circuit. Orren MILLER, 

President of Genesee District. 

January 15, 1333. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
NEW YORKs* 


Sackets Harbor, Jan. 7, 1833. 
Dear Brother,—We have in this section of 


country some flattering prospects of good. The’ 


blessed Lord is causing that precious boon, 
(christian liberty) to prevail. There is in many 
parts of this country an increasing interest work- 
ing up in the minds of the people, enquiring af- 
ter truth, and our hopes are built upon a rock, 
because truth is mighty and will prevail. We 
have in this place some discouragements, owing 
to not having a place for public worship; the 
school house which we occupied last year, we 
are deprived of using this year, from misre- 
presentations of the M. E. members to the new 
trustrees of this district; they have thus caused 
us to be deorived of the house. Though we 
see unholy principles prevail, yet we do most 
earnestly pray the good Lord to forgive them, 
for they know not what they do—seeing they 
are blinded by unholy priestly domination: but 
seeing those principles have prevailed in this 
place, does that indicate that they shall prevail 
in general? No! tell it notin these United States, 
nor publish it in the streets of our cities: let 
every Methodist Protestant be on the alert, and 
calling upon God in faith, and we shall see soon, 
very soon, that the cause of liberty will prevail. 
There is, in quite a number of places in this 
section of country, gracious works of revival be- 
ginning to appear-—a number of souls have re- 
cently been converted to God, and we trust it is 
the beginning of better days—we solicit the 
prayers of all our brethren. Yours, &c. 
H. McKee. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


New York City, January 9, 1833. 


Dear Brother,—On last Saturday I visited the 
town of Rahway, in New Jersey, about 22 miles 
from this city, preached twice on Sabbath to good 
congregations. Received two class leaders,and 
enough private members, male and female, to 
form two classes from the M. E. Church. The 
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President has sent them a preacher to labor un- 
til conference. I have seldom seen better pros- 
pects for building up a respectable church, upon 
the principles of our constitution. Upon this 
secession I would offer two remarks: Ist. All 
the time and paper which has been spent in 
coaxing the members of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, to leave that communion and join 
us, Only serves to show how little knowledge of 
human nature is united with our zeal to make 
proselytes, who, if we could succeed, a¢tually 
do us more injury than good. a 

Let every thinking man ask himself the ques- 
tion, did persuasion ever move me an inch to- 
wards liberal principles? And here we think an 
answer may be obtained, that will satisfy ever 
reflecting mind. Let us stop coaxing! 2nd. This 
secession is only another evidence that the gov- 
ernment of the M. E, Church contains princi- 
ples which will furnish us with more members 
than we can find qualified preachers to serve.— 
All ur aim should be to raise up well instructed 
ministers, and send them to labour among intel- 
ligent portions of our country, and we shall wit- 
ness more secessions than we can sustain. Why 
clear more land than we can cultivate judi¢ious- 
ty? *Why ron wild about increasing our mem- 
bers, when we have now a larger number than 
we cansupply with a faithful, intelligent ministry. 

My very heart aches when I think of the su- 
pineness of all our churches, in regard to doing 
something towards educating pious young men, 
for the gospel ministry. Do we expect that di- 
vine providence will rain them from the clouds 
upon us? 

The work of grace in Broom street goes on 
most delightfully. Seventeen members were ad- 
mitted to a state of probationary privileges on’ 
the last Sabbath in December, making 37 since 
the first of October. Many others are ready to 
follow their example. Great-harmony and love’ 
exist among the members of this congregation: 
this delightful state of religious feeling has not’ _ 
only produced confidence and zeal among them- 
selves, but the increasing numbers who attend ° 
our services, leave us without a doubt that its 
influence is felt by the community. 

I am now more fully persuaded than ever,that 
without love, there can be no confidence among 
christians: and without confidence there can be 
no genuine revival of religion of long continu- 
ance. 'T'o enjoy a season of revival is one thing; 
to have it continue fur weeks and months with , 
undiminished power and interest, is quite anoth- 
er. We should not merely seek for a revival, 
but pray for a continuance. One of the most ef- 
fectual means of curtailing a revival is to preach 
four sermons on Sabbath, and hold a prayer meet- 
ing every night in the week. Yours; &c. | 
Ira A. Easter. 


For the Methodist Protestant, — 
Washington City, Jan. 29, 1833. 
Dear Brother,—In the month of June, 1620, 
I became a member of the Methodist E. Church, 
and there remained until last June, making my 
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continuance therein about twelve years; during 
which time I have seen and felt inuch of the 
power and goodness of God, received many acts 
of kindness from the ministers and members, 
contracted many friends and much friendship 
among them, and in my turn as far as my poor 
ability, endeavored to reciprocate friendship and 
favors, and afford to the church all the help I 
could, either in a temporal or spiritual way. I 
do not regret any effort I have made towards 
helping them: I did it with an eye to the glory 
of God and the good of my fellow men. When 
the principles of reform were first in agitation, 
even since the organization of the Methodist 
Protestant Church, I was opposed even to the 
consideration of the subject—it is true I read 
the discipline of the M. E. Church and thought 
I understood both the letter and spirit; but in 
this I was certainly deceived, for while I read 
‘the members shall not be deprived the right of 
trial by committee and of an appeal,”’ I find the 
fact to be this,—That the travelling preachers 
can without violating the discipline, find a way 
to deprive them of both, and I have been driven 
to see that all any of the members can claim is 
what the travelling preachers may please to give 
them; consequently there is a dangerous amount 
of power.in the hands of the travelling ministry, 
and such a power as no man having the same 
views I now have, can rightfully support; under 
it a man may be deprived of that which is the 
most dear to him, his fair character, and have it 
ruined without the possibility of a fair trial.— 
With these views, under circumstances which I 
have no particular wish to bring before the pub- 
lic, generally, unless some occurrence should 
seem to make it necessary—circumstance cal- 
culated fully to confirm me in the conciusions to 
which I have been brought—I did on the 29th 
day of June last offer myself to the Methodist 
Protestant Church in Georgetown, giving them 
a full statement of the whole case; and I feel 
rateful for the reception I met, and the many 
friends I have found among them. I have never 
halted in my efforts to preach the unsearchable 
riches of Christ, and thank the good Lord my 
labor has not been in vain. There is a class 
aboutthree miles above Georgetown, which com- 
menced on the 15th day of July last, when nine 
persons, I believe,all taken from the world, join- 
edus. They fitted up a comfortable meeting 
house. They belong to the Georgetown station, 
have preaching every Sabbath day, and well at- 
tended to by brothers Stier, Pool and Lipscomb, 
whose labors have been blessed among them.— 
The class now numbers upwards of 3!) mem- 
bers; they are going on well, praying to, and 
praising the Lord, who has brought them out 
of darkness into light. We have - the Divine 
blessfng been enabled to erect a comfortable 
house in this place, (Washington City,) in which 
to worship the God of our fathers; it is situated 
at the corner of 12th and H streets, and will ac- 
commodate between 3 and 400 persons—it was 
dedicated on the 23d of December, sermon de- 
livered by Bro. Levi R. Resse, from Matthew 
23d, part of the 10th verse, ‘For one is your 
Master even Christ.” After the sermon the sa- 
crament of the Lord’s supper was administered. 
We had a crowded house and soul-cheering 
time. Among the visitors on the occasion, was 
the Hon. Gen. John P. Van Ess, the individual 
to whose kindness we are indebted for the gift 
of the lot of ground on which our house is built, 
and whose serious attention on that occasion 
gave evidence of the satisfaction he felt in hav- 
ing thus greatly contributed to our help. At 


from the 133d psalm, ‘Behold &c.’ We have be- 
come a station by the name of the Tabernacle. 
Bro. Josiah Varden whose services are much es- 
teemed, is to devote half his time with us till 
conference. We had our quarterly meeting on 
|Sunday last, and was highly pleased in having 
Bro. Isaac Webster to preach for us on the oc- 
casion. On Monday night we had our love feast; 
the house was nearly filled, many hearts were 
made glad. After the love feast an offer was 
made for any who had a wish to unite—when 
four members in good standing, from the M. E. 
Church gave in their names; they are all of high- 
ly respectable character. We now number be- 
tveen 30 and 40 members. 
with pleasing hope. There appears to be love 
and union, which authorises the belief the Lord 
will revive his work amongst us in answer to our 
prayers. Believing we shall have an interest in 
the prayers of the church, and ere long we shall 
be able to communicate to you more pleasing 
intelligence, I am yours, &c. 
Utysses Warp. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
Three days’ meeting at Westminster, Jan. 19, 1833. 


“Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” — 
Matth. xix. 14 »v. 


This was the simple, emphatic language of 
Him, who gave himself a ransom for the sins of 
fallen man. The above beautiful passage was 
clearly verified at the close of our meeting. A 
general solemnity seemed to prevail from the 
first—but there was still something wanting—the 
great deep of the sinner’s heart was not yet suf- 
ficiently broken up. Ministers looked around 
on the crowded assemblage of immortal souls 
with pity and concern, and began to fear that 
their labors had been in vain—when suddenly, 
‘as arushing mighty wind” the power of God 
descended and pervaded the whole assembly— 
sinners trembled and believed,hearts were filled, 
as on the day of Penticost with the Holy Ghost. 
Nay, the power of speech dissolved as it were 
into one universal shout of hallelujahs and prais- 
es tothe Lamb. Ministers and people commin- 
gled—sectarianism was forgotten—all sweetly 
united in giving praise, and power, and domin- 
ion, and glory to Emmanuel God. O what a 
glorious sight! (blessed foretaste of heaven,) to 
see little children melted down at the foot of the 
cross pleading for mercy. More than a dozen 


‘of these little creatures fell, as if with one ac- 


cord, prostrate to the ground, several professed 
to find peace, and testified the same by rising 
and jotning in with the happy throng around 
them, giving praises to our Great Deliverer. 


3 For the Methodist Protestant. 
EXPLANATION WANTED. 


Mr. Editor;—The late discussion of the Su- 
preme Court of Pennsylvania on the church pro- 
perty has produced a great agitation among the 
travelling preachers of the M. E. Church, in this 
section, and some of them deny that they have 
any more controul of the meeting houses, by 
virtue of the deed of discipline, than ministers 
of other denominations have over the meeting 
houses of their churches. I wish some of our 
able writers would make a full explanation of the 
power claimed by the itinerant preachers over 
the meeting houses of the Methodist E. Church. 
Such an explanation made through the columns 


night Bro. F. Stier gave us a good discourse 


of your paper, would open the eyes of the com- 
munity on this subject. SoLon. 


We are looking up 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


For the Methodist Protestant 
AMERICAN METHODIST CHRONOLOGY. 


1792. 
( Concluded. ) 


The bishop’s council, having become the ob- 
ject of warm opposition from most of the preach- 
ers, could not expect to continue exercising itS 
legislative power with any hope of suitable obe- 
dience to its laws. Mr. Asbury, probably see- 
ing this, had consented, though with the great- 
est reluctance,to the call of a general conference. 

When the general conference had met, “they 
proceeded,” says Mr. Lee, ‘‘in the first place,to 
form some regulations for conducting the busi- 
ness which lay before them. To that end there 
was a committee appointed of the oldest preach- 
ers, and a few chosen from those that were 
yourger in the work. This committee was to 
consider matters among themselves, and when 
a majority of them agreed to make any altera- 
tion in our form of discipline they were to make 
report to the conference.”’ Mr. O’Kelly was 
one of that committee. The committee; it is 
likely, consisted principally of presiding elders. 
The bishop assumed the power of appointing it, 
and acted as chairman of it himself. Now if it 
was intended that nothing was to be done by the 
conference but that which was first taken into 
consideration by the committee, as seems to be 
intimated by Mr. Lee, then the bishops had lost 
but little in consenting to the call of a general 
conference, and seeming to yield to it the pow- 
er to legislate for the church. Because they,by 
assuming the power to appoint that committee 
could appoint their presiding elders, who before 
constituted the council, preside in the commit- 
tee themselves, and by this means prevent the 
general conference from exercising. legislative 
power in any case except by the consent of the 
bishops and the committee of their choice. This 
was a scheme for the bishops and their council 
of presiding elders to retain the control of legisla- 
tion in the church. Dr. Coke,acting as chairman 
of the committee,reported its proceedings,and in 
his remarks stated, that ‘‘the members of this 
conference are the representatives of the peo- 
ple, and we are to all intents the legislature 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church; and the 
government is aristocratical.’”’ Now an aristoc- 
racy the most limited,and having the best checks 
to its power, is, nevertheless, always oppressive 
to a majority of the governed. But this aris- 
tociacy of Dr. Coke’s is of a peculiar kind. It 
is one in which the aristocracy itself is oppress- 
ed, by an attempt of the presiding officer to de- 
prive it of the power freely to chose its own sub- 
jects of legislation. But such an attempt is 
nothing more than might be-expected from one 
who once had the power to decide every thing 
in debate, and who but a little before had the 
power to appoint whom he pleased to legislate 
for the church. But this attempt of the bishops 
to secure to themselves the control of that pow- 
er which they were about to lose in the aboli- 
tion of the council, did not succeed. The 
preachers did not submit implicitly to such a 
regulation. Mr. O’Kelly, one of the committee 
offered a motion which was designed to curtail 
the power of the bishops in appointing the 
preachers to their circuits. That motion was 


intended to secure the preachers an appeal to 


the conference if dissatisfied with their appoint- 
ments. It occasioned much debate, but was fi- 
nally decided in the negative. Thus the abso- 


‘this respect, was established. 


lute and uncontrolled power of the bishops in 


; 
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The general conference, consisting of all the 
travelling preachers, continued to act as the leg- 
islature of the church for about sixteen years. 
They then constituted the general conference a 
delegated body, the members of it to be elected 
by the several conferences. With such aregu- 
Jation the preachers have ever since been satis- 
fied, thirking their rights and privileges fully se- 
cured. Buta very slight examination of the 
subject will produce in the mind of any one, 
who will take the pains to make,it a very differ- 
ent opinion. | 

We will now attempt to shew that although 
the council was abolished, and the preachers 
had recovered the legislative power, and exer- 
cised it in a general conference, yet the bishops 
obtained the principle which they aimed to se- 
cure to themselves the formation of their coun- 
vil, by the plan on which that general conference 
was constituted a delegated body. In 1808 the 
general conference formed the restrictive rules, 
and decreed that the general conference in fu- 
ture should consist of one for every five or seven’ 
members of each annual conference. Now it 
may be seen by the minutes of that year that 
the number of preachers in full connection was 
three hundred and sixty eight. Thirty six of that 
number were presiding elders. It is evident, 
then, that upon a ratio of one for every seven, 
a general conference so constituted for that year 
would have numbered fifty two. The number 
of presiding elders being considerably more than 
half the whole number of the general confer- 
ence, would, if they were elected to the general 
conference, have given to the bishops every 
thing that they sought to gain in the establish- 
‘ ment of their council of presiding elders. For, 
to have a majority of their own creatures would 
be equally as favorable to them as to have a 
council composed altogether of men of their 
own choice; a majority being always equal to 
the whole, in the transaction of business. It 
has been the policy to urge with the preachers 
that to send the presiding elders to general con- 
ference would be attended with less injury to the 
work of God than to take the preachers from 
their circuits and stations for four or six weeks. 
That this policy prevailed to a considerable ex- 
tent, is evident from the fact that some confer- 
ences have been constantly in the habit of send- 
ing nearly all presiding elders in their delegation 
to the general conference. But if this scheme 
should fail, the episcopacy, being well furnished 
with alternatives, could resort to another. The 
bishops and their presiding elders have entirely 
at their disposal the preachers and their families 
in making out their appointments. Should any 
of them then too obstinately oppose the bishops 
and their presiding elders in the general con- 
ference, they could be severely punished-in their 
appointments, and even driven from the itiner- 
ancy by having appointments given them in 
which they could not live. Now as it\'s a truth 
too well established by the common occrrences 
of human life to be denied, that but fewJare dis- 
posed to do what they may see will be against 
their own personal interest, it is evident that 
some of the preachers in the general conference 
must have felt it to be necessary for them not to 
gain the displeasure of the bishops and their 
presiding elders. We will not say that such in- 
fluence has in any case controlled the acts of the 

neral conference, but will leave the reader to 
judge of that matter himself. | 


_ In conclusion we will say that there are many 
items in the history of Methodist government 


which we have passed over for the purpose of 
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making these papers as short as possible. But 
enough, we presume, has been presented to the 
public to prove, that in the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church in America, the march of power has 
been onward, and its tremenduous tendency is 
ever to accumulation. There are several facts 
stated in the chart which we omit, because, be- 
ing connected with the controversy which ex- 
isted for some time in the old church, they are 
familiar to almost every reader,as they have been 
fully discussed by other and more able writers. 
But in a living work all these facts should be 
recorded. I may, at some future day,give some 
further attention to the subject for that purpose. 
If in any of my papers I have fallen into any 
error, I can only say, that whenever I am con- 
vinced of the fact, I shall take pleasure in re- 
canting. But while I proclaim my acknowledg- 
ment of fallibility, and my openness to convic- 
tion, I advise any and every one who might be 
disposed to censure me, to detect my errors by 
pursuing my path by a diligent, laborious, and 
careful examination of such records as are ac- 
cessible; and the probability is they will see 
cause, if they act in accordance with the dic- 
tates of an enlightened conscience, to lay aside 
some preconceived opinions. Nothing is more 
common than for persons to censure that which 
they have never taken the pains fully to inves- 
tigate. In this way alone can truth be oppress- 
ed by error. And by such means has she often 
been made to wonder as a captive under the ty- 
ranny of ignorance, bigotry, and —— 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


An Address to the Members of the Methodist 
Protestant Church. 
(NO. II.) 


Dear Brethren and Sisters,—I wish now to 
call your attention to a subject of very great im- 
portance, and which very materially concerns 
you, or should concern you all.—I mean finan- 
cial concerns.—I mean the situation of the 
preachers, in regard to their support. Now I 
hope that you will, in general, take this subject 
into serious consideration. I am aware that 
your attention frequently has been called to it, 
and very probably many of you have thought on 
it, and also have put your designs and plans 
into execution so far as you could. But still 


some are considerably indifferent or careless 


about this subject: and hence it becomes expe- 
dient that we ‘‘stir up yonr pure minds by way 
of remembrance.” you all will freely 
admit, that the ministry must’ be supported, or 
they must necessarily leave their circuits: I gay 
circuits, because it is on circuits generally, 
where our ministry are not supported to pur- 
pose, and where, by far, the most labor is per- 
formed. All of you suppose the ministry ought 
to be supported. The members almost univer- 
sally, admit the rationality of supporting the 
preachers. We all agree that ‘‘they who preach 
the gospel, are to live of the gospel;”’ and that 
this living must come from those to whom the 

ospel is preached, or the members of the 
Church to which the preachers belong. 

This being settled, there is no dispute be- 
tween us in regard to the claims the ministry 
have on us for support. It now remains that 
our obligations to support the ministry, be 
shown; and the consequences, if they (the min- 
isters) are not supported, that must or will fol- 
low. We had a long and severe struggle to 
gain our ecclesiastical liberty. We gained it, 
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and it is approved of by the intelligent, and 
pious generally. And we, or many of us, 
through a love to church liberty, have left the 
privileges in the old Church, in order to support 
the principles of the new Church, and as you 
have done s0, it certainly indicates your desire 
that the Church may increase and prosper. But 
the Church cannot prosper unless we have a 
living ministry; and we cannot have a living 
ministry, unless we support them. We can 
add dignity and glory to our fraternity in several 


ways. 

First: We can add dignity to the Church by 
a pious life. A Church without piety is in a 
most miserable predicament; it has the displea- 
sure of God and the contempt of man. Godli- 
ness then, every member should strive to ob- 
tain and maintain. We should therefore let 
our light shine before men. It is true, that the 
world is opposed to genuine piety: but not- 
oeeeneding, when the sinners see piety and 
virtue manifested in the actions of professors as 
they get serious, they will freely come to the 
pure in heart and godly for instruction in the 
ways of religion,—of peace and life; and pfefer 
joining such a body of devout persons to any 
other. | 

Second: We can add glory and dignity to 
our Church, by manifesting a regard and love 
for the ministry. Mr. Editor, I think you will 
concur with me in this sentiment. Ihaveseen | 
extremes in paying deference to the ministry: 
there was a kind of idolatry in the place of res- 
pect and honor, which were due them. But 
passing by former times, I now would inquire, 
ought we not to love and respect the preach- 
ers? I have answers from all quarters, from all 
christian people,—that deference is due to all 
pious laborious ministers. If it is their due, do 
we not wrong them in withholding it from them? 
We, as members, would be measurably exaspe- 
rated if any of our ministers would labor to 
withhold our rights from us. Now we can 
very easily see that the tender sympathies of 
the ministers will be excited, if their brethren in 
any manner derogate from their standing or cha- 
racter. 


My conclusion is, that when the membership 
neglect the support of their ministers, the min- 
isters have reason for discouragement: not only 
so, but even their confidence in the brethren 
will be lessened; for they will say, if our breth- 
ren loved us, they would support us: and in 
doing this, ne would take considerable pains. 
I am afraid, Mr. Editor, that as there were ex- 
tremes years ago, in respecting preachers, there 
will be extremes now in neglecting them. I 
feel very much interested in the general aug- 
mentation of our community. I do hope that 
my lay brethren will awake up to this subject; 
and on the different circuits form plans, and put 
them into execution, for the honor of our minis- 
try. I know a certain preacher who was always 
willing to preach and labor in other ways for 
man’s salvation. I heard him complain once, 
in which he said, ‘“The appearilivély and 
warm at two or three of my appointments, but 
I cannot feel any freedom, of consequence, in 
preaching to them, because they are able, 
but I have received no pecuniary encourage- 
ment atall from them. Iam afraid they do not 
love me, or that they have little religion. I al- 
ways dread going to these places.” What 
think you of this complaint, Mr. Editor? Is it 

Our brethren of the laity, are under obligations 


to support their preachers. See the liberty you 


| 
| 
| 
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have, my lay brethren: the ministry, or a good 
part of them, labored to obtain this liberty for 
you. Inthe old Church then, you may hear, 
and must obey: but in the new, you have a 
voice in the law-making department, you are 
equals to the ministry in power; and the minis- 
ters claim you as their equals. Now, as the 
ministry acknowledge you in this manner, de- 
vote all their time to word and doctrine, and 
preach Jesus and salvation, and in this preach- 
ing, impart to you edification and comfort; will 
you not, my dear brethren, leading brethren on 
circuits, take the subject into consideration? 
Consider, ye are responsible to God himself. 
God makes it obligatory upon you to feed and 
clothe your preachers. 

I have now done. I take my leave of you on 
this subject.—You will admit my sincerity. 

Canpor. 


or the Methodist Protestant. 
MEMORY. 


Mr. Editor,—The maxim, ‘know thyself,” is 
in every man’s mouth; but here the matter ends. 
As regards the knowledge of muscular strength, 
it can be tested, and consequently known by 
an instrument called a dvnometer, or measurer 
of strength. Should we not have some means 
of measuring the strength of our mental facul- 
ties also? hy talk of self-knowledge, if we 
cannot know how strong, ahd consequently, 
how weak we are? Now, I have not ingenuity 
enough to make an instrument to measure the 
strength of minds; but I have thought upon a 
plan to test the quality or character of our me- 
mory. The common distinctions of memory 
into weak and strong, or good and bad, it seems 
to me, do not include the whole subject. Is it 
not the fact, in regard to some subjects, that 
the memory will not at first receive them?— 
the difficulty being, not that we forget them, but 
that they make no impression upon the memo- 
ry; we only see or hear. The memories of dif- 
lerent persons are not equally susceptible of the 
same subjects, nor of the same mode of express- 
ing or exhibiting them: but so imperfect is the 
self-knowledge of many persons, that they do 
not perceive this peculiarity of their own me- 
mories; they do not suspect the cause to be in 
themselves. 

Now I have lately found an author, who, I 
judge, will serve as a test of the character of 
the faculty of memory, in many of your readers, 
and mt of those of them who are preach- 
ers. I therefore, without naming him, send you 
certain extracts from his works, desiring that 
they may be read for the express purpose of not 
merely trying the strength of the memory, but 
to try whether they can be remembered at all; 
whether they will make any impression, save 
upon the eye. I select this author, not only 
because he is new to most of your readers, but 
because, with the exception of the peculiarity 
of his manner, he is both plain and _perspicu- 
ous: premising, that I Jay no stress upon his 
opinions, and do not recommend them for theo- 
ry or practice. Here follows an extract: 

‘Before we have reason to act upon religious 
motives how many contradictions and perplexi- 
ties are there in our nature! Our noblest attri- 
butes seem to be the most deceptive, from the 
uncertainty which perplexes the limits which 
confine us; for what is human life, if not a vast 
desire, and a great attempt?” 


Man alone, of all living beings, is aware of 


the speedy terminalion of his days; he sees, 
while yet afar off, the tomb open to receive him, 


land the fatal decree incessantly resounding in 
his ears, contradicts the instincts of preserva- 
tion, proclaimed by the voice of the senses, or 
gives ita mournful accent. He alone is sensi- 
ble of the tender affections; but whether these 
affections are refused or obtained, he lives only 


himself separated; his heart expands only to be 
torn by despair, and he is ready to curse the 
blessings which have excited him. Models of 
truth and beauty transport and bewilder him, 
but he desires them more when he cannot pos- 
sess them; and he sometimes only discovers 
detached fragments of trath and beauty, and 
sometimes a cloud conceals them altogether, or 
perceiving them only in an imaginary world, 
when called to himself and to sad reality, he 
resembles a traveller thirsting and dying in the 
midst of a desert. The arm of a wretch, or a 
fool, the slightest accident may forever destroy 
the most magnificent work of art; or a breath 
of wind may destroy it. And even when virtue 
resolves this difficult problem of destiny, a sanc- 
tion is still wanting. Placed in the presence 
of austere and difficult duties, we are affected 
by our own weakness, and invoke assistance. 
The present cannot satisfy the moral faculties, 
and we begin to feel the greatest need ofan 
order which this world seems to contradict, of a 
future which this earth denies. It is true, that 
virtue promises happiness, and also frequently 
demands a sacrifice for it: But the sou} she has 
ennobled demands a worthy communion, even 
admission to the gates of heaven; and will such 
confidence be abused? Will man be repulsed 
from the threshhold of the temple where he 
kneels in supplication? Reason justifies the 
desires of virtue, and from these desires them- 
selves comes the influence which justifies them; | 
for, in the general analogy of the universe, we 
see in each want, the indication of a correspond- 
ing object. All who thirst, find wherewith to 
quench their thirst; the new born infant is not 
deceived in his desires; and will the man faith- 
ful to his vocation, be deceived by his Creator? 


The idea of the Supreme Being, conceived 
as a moral legislator and judge, can alone im- 
print upon religion its true character, and iden- 
tify it with conscience.” 

The chapter from which this extract is taken, 
is headed, Religious Nature.’ I ask not 
the reader to understand it, or whether he can 
uuderstand it. But I ask him to attend simply 
to his memory, to ascertain whether it makes 
any impression at all upon that faculty. If it 
does not, let him not complain of the treachery 
of his memory; but of its want of susceptibility 
of this species of composition. 


Now would it not subserve the cause of self- 
knowledge, the knowledge of the faculty of 
memory, if when experiment shall be made, 
some report of the result is made through the 
medium of your paper. Instances, I suspect, 
are very common, while we are reading or hear- 
ing the most faultless language, it makes no 
impression at all upon our memory; and our 
minds are really active in thinking about some- 
thing else, and yet we complain either of the 
treachery of our memory, or of our inability to 
understand; or of the incomprehensible or unin- 
telligible nature of the subject. This investiga- 
tion might help us to discover why it is that the 
unlearned feel so little affinity for the learned. 


No faculty partakes more largely of the effects 
of education, than memory. 


to see what he loves removed from him, or be| 


For the Methodist Protestant 


QUESTIONS. 


Mr. Editor,—If some of your correspondents 
will satisfactorily answer the following questions, 
they will greatly oblige one, perhaps many, of 
your readers:— 

As ‘The grace of God which bringeth salva- 
tion hath appeared to all men, teaching us, (all 
men) that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world’—have not the 
Heathen sufficient light for their salvation with- 
out the gospel? 

2. Will any Heathen perish because he has 
not the gospel preached to him? 

3. If any will perish because he has not the 
gospel preached to him is he not providentially 
predestinated to perish? 

4. If the Heathen have sufficient light for 
their eternal salvation, will the gospel secure the 
salvation of a single soul, if al! who have not 
the gospel, may be saved by following the light 
they have? 

5. If all have sufficient means of salvation, 
both those who have the gospel, and those who 
have not, are the labors of the Missionaries es- 
sentially necessary? 

The reasons why these questions are asked, 
are:—QOne minister says that, as all men who 
have not the gospel, may be saved by following 
the light they have, therefore, the gospel will not 
cause the salvation of any of those who may be 
saved without it; or in other words, Heathens 
may be saved as well in their present condition, 
if they choose, as by being under the gospel: 
that the gospel will do no more for them than to 
improve their condition in this world; and this 
improvement, they admit to be as great as the 
difference between being a conscientious chris- 
tian and aconscientious heathen. Another min- 
ister says that, as no one who does not believe 
in Christ, can be saved, and as the Heathen who 
never heard the name of Christ cannot believe 
in him, therefore, the Heathen in this condition 
of ignorance, cannot be saved. 

Some one, or more, of your correspondents, 
will really greatly oblige one of the Querist’s 


friends, and himself, by removing such doubts as 
are involved in these questions. 


QUERIST. | 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE. 


A right in opposition to the will of one man, 
or a few men, of the same community. Nota 
right to form parties in a church. Buta right 
to choose the best men to conduct affairs. This 
duty, of choosing the best men, is this right; the 
right of one, or a few, to choose for the many, 
cannot consist with the duty of choosing the 
best, because it deprives the many of choosing 
the best, which is their right and duty, and not 
the right and the duty of one or a few. But 
Christianity repudiates all parties. The good of 
the church is all and every thing. If this good 
is not regarded, the right of suffrage is not worth 
a thought, and its exercise is, instead of a bless- 
ing, a curse. ‘To vote—to be a party man—to 
put down, and to exalt, in the church, is not 
deserving of an effort—but to exercise the right 
of suffrage, with @ single eye to the good of a 
church, is a duty which no one should neglect 
to perform. Surely we, Protestant Methodists 
are accountable—quite as much so, as other 
christians—-having the same guides as they—- 


Your obedient servant, 
MEMNON. 


and what’are these? Why, regarding theexer- 
cise of the right of suffrage, we are to appoint 
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such church officers as St. Paul recommends.— 
See his Epistles to Timothy and Titus. 
SosTHENES. 


| For the Methodist Protestant. 
Mr. Editor,— We all believe that the infinitely 
great and wise hg of the Universe, has a 
right ‘to give laws to all his intelligencies, or ra- 
tional creatures, without their voice or consent, 
and that He also has aright to judge and exe- 
cute those laws upon them. Ina word, we be- 
~ dieve that these three high offices can center in 
no being nor set of beings, but in the most high 
God—if so,,is it not presumption in any man or 
set of men, toarrogate to themselves, these three 
Divine offices, without by mira- 
cle or otherwise, that the Great Head of the 
church has, indeed, delegated his power and of- 
 fices to them, and has bound them by a moral 
obligation, to expound the doctrines of the Bi- 
ble, and of moral discipline to their fellow men? 
If they are thus morally bound, all are equally 
bound to obey, and of course, disobedience, or 
speaking, or writing against their acts or doings, 
must bring all under moral guilt—if so, can it 
be, that we Protestant Methodists can be saved, 
unless we repent and return? Indeed it appears 
to me, that their legislators &c. have decided on 
this point, by expelling from their communion, 
a number, who dared to inveigh against their 
laws, and opposed their high authority. Now, 
if my Maker has blessed me with the ability and 
rivilege of judging for myself, in matters of re- 
igion, do I not treat my rightful Sovereign with 
contempt, by giving up my judgment and right 
to those who claim it from me, and boldly tell 
me that I have no such right or privilege? May 
the Lord have mercy upon, and by some means 
open the eyes of the thousands, yea millions, 
who are deluded by the cunning craftiness of 
men, and who appear to prefer the tradition of 
men, to the laws and precepts of the Great God. 

—— Porery. 


TRUE EDUCATION. 

If it be essential to the happiness of each 
man, that he should seek first the kingdom of 
God—if the command to do this has been given 
by the Son of God himself, no system of edu- 
cation can be right which does not teach this as 
the foundation and beginning of all other know- 
ledge. It is vain that we dispute about rival 
systems; it is vain that we contend whether this 
or that place is best adapted to encourage ge- 
nius and enlarge the understanding; to argue 
these points is to begin at the wrong end; it is 
to assume that education may be good without 
religion; it is to assume that the pursuits of 
science are the great object to which the mind 
is to be directed. Let the mind be first prepar- 
ed by religious instruction, and the pursuits of 
science may follow, not only as an amusement, 
but as a benefit; or if we are comparing two sys- 
tems or places of education, in both of which 
religion is inculcated, we may then give the 
highest praise to that which extends most widely 
the circle of knowledge; but I deny that the 
mere knowledge of any art, however uselul, or 
the possession of any science, however ably sup- 
ported, can be sufficient to establish the pre-emi- 
nence of a place of education. I trust that we 
in this place shall rest our pretensions on strong- 
er grounds than these. In the present day, it 
would be more than ever a disgrace not to give 
encouragement to knowledge of every kind.— 
But let us not be dazzled and misled by a love 
of fame; in our anxiety to ornament and furnish 
the building, let us not forget that it is our duty 
to lay a firm and lasting foundation. 


BALTIMORE: 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1833. 


Every infant community, civil or ecclesiasti- 
cal, has to struggle with difficulties. That our 
church therefore should have its praportionate 
share, is not to be wondered at; nor is the fact 
as such justly to be felt by us as any ground of 
real discouragement. One of the chief causes 
of discouragement amongst us, where any ex- 


ists, is no doubt the scarcity of ministerial help, 


connected with a slow progress in increasing 
numbers. It gives us ineffable pleasure, how- 
ever, to perceive, that, in many places, our breth- 
ren are actuated on this subject by a spirit which 
is both entirely christian and rational, in dili- 
gently using the means with which they are al- 
ready furnished. If they have not consecrated 
churches to worship in, they meet together for 
the same purpose, and certainly with equal ac- 
ceptance to God, in private houses; if they can- 
not enjoy, as they would wish, a regular minis- 
try of the word, they unite in singing and pray- 
er, with the addition of some seasonable and 
spirited word of exhortation; if they are yet una- 
ble to maintain, or circumstances do not yet per- 
mit them to have, a regular itinerancy, they 
thank God for what they have, and gladly con- 
tent themselves with the occasional services of 
their unstationed brethren, whilst those brethren, 
on their part, manifest a holy pleasure in render- 
ing such services, and God graciously owns the 
united effort to the abundant edification and joy 
of his own people, and not unfrequently to the 
conversion of precious souls. This we conceive 
to be the genuine spirit of christianity, and ever 
prognostic of an enlarging and improving state 
of things. Such people always enjoy God in 
what they have, and God will as certainly give 
them more. We never have admired in any man 
or community of men the disposition which is 
always getting ready, ever intending to begin, 
and yet is never seen to take one step, waiting 
for a fairer opportunity,more help, or better pros- 
pects. Of all matters in the world such a dis- 
position should have the least to do with religion, 
in which neither numbers,nor power,nor wealth, 
nor eloquence, can effect one jot, unless the 
blessing of God be added. Here the. great thing 
is, to do all for the glory of God, and with a 
firm reliance upon his promised aid; believing 
that obedience is better than sacrifice, that God 
can work with small means and weak instru- 
ments as effectually as by those which are seem- 
ingly great and powerful; as well by a handful as 
by a host; and here every such expression of faith 
is invariably crowned by the Divine favour and 
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blessing, in fulfilment of our Saviour’s decléra- 
tion, all things are possible to him that beliey- 
eth, and whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in 
my name, he will give it you. 

This we conceive to be real gospel. It cer- 
tainly is genuine Methodism in the whole histo- 
ry of it, and that is only of any worth, as it is 
found to unfold and exemplify the heavenly doc- 
trines and spirit of the Great Redeemer. 

We are led into these notices and remarks by 
the unceasing efforts of our opponents to repre- 
sent the cause of Protestant Methodism as on 
the decline, and in view of the very natural ef- 
fect which such a representation is calculated to 
have upon the minds of our brethren and friends. 
The regular readers of this paper, however,and 
brethren who are acquainted with facts, that 
come under their own observation at home,know 
well, that the condition of our church, in com- 
parison with other denominations of Christians, 
is most decidedly encouraging, and in many 
places her prospects are abundantly cheering. 
The last number of this paper affords manifesta- 
tions and proofs of no ordinary zeal and engag- 
edness amongst our brethren in different sections 
of the country, and reports very considerable 
accessions to our communion. 

But to meet the present state of things, and 
to stimulate the minds of our friends to stijl 
greater zeal and exertion, we will offer the fol- 
lowing thoughts and reflections, as expository of 
our circumstances, hoping that they will have 
the effect to quicken our efforts,instead of damp- 


ing our ardour: For certainly every member of . 


our church, who really has principle at heart— 
and is there one who has not? is prepared to 
look difficulties and opposition in the face,when 
connected with a subject so vital and so dear to 
his bosom as Christian freedom, and to meet 
those difficulties,and encounter that opposition, 
not with a frown of impatience and ill nature, 
but in the ineekness of the gospel, and with a 
reliance upon the aid of Divine grace to sustain 
him and the cause he advocates. _ 

First, then, as to difficulties within,and which 
we freely and candidly acknowledge as insepar- 
able from any confederation. And, brethren, 
what are these? Why, suppose we place l. in 
the enumeration, the fact as existing in some 
places that the thembers of the church do not 


appear, after all their profession and zeal about 


reform,to take that interest in the matter, now it 
is secured to them, which they ought, and 


might be expected to take. This is to be re- 


gretted certainly, and yet it is not to be wonder- 
ed at. One plain, and possibly the real, reason 
for it is, that the most of us have been so accus- 
tomed to have all the concerns of the church 
under the entire control of the ministry, that 
many have not been able yet to rid themselves 
of the mere influence of habit. We hope that 


such will think of this, and do better. They. - 


certainly ought; for they cannot believe them- 
selves sincere, and much less will others,in their 
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struggle for mutual rights, if they now show 80. 
much apathy about them, and are besides un- 
willing to enter wpon those very responsible and 
useful) services to which the good providence of 
God has called them. 

Second. In some places it is probably the case 
that brethren find it burdensome to build houses 
of worship, to maintain their preachers.as they 

‘would wish, cannot enjoy that amount of pulpit 
setvice and instruction which they desire,owing 
to the size of the circuits, or the scarcity of la- 
bourers, and do not perceive that success of the 
truth preached, altho’ it is delivered with great 
plainness of speech, and apparently in much 
assurance, which they ardently pray for, and 
have scriptural reasons to expect. A part of this 
statement we have already anticipated, and ina 
manner we hope soothing and encouraging to 
all who may be suffering under any such depres- 
sion, as our remarks were founded upon the tes- 
timony of those who have proved that God does 
not despise the day of small things. ' 

But now we add of the whole case collective- 
ly, that nothing is needed to sustain the people 
of God in any possible circumstances of duty 

and trial, but living faith, that exercise of the 
heart, which first confides in the truth and good- 
ness of Jehovah, and then goes actively to work 
with the means which his providence affords, 
not doubting that he will help to the full amount 

of what he sees to be necessary, and will bring 
out the result with the fullest glory to himself, 
and the greatest utility to his church. As a 
community, notwithstanding sparse local. in- 
stances to the contrary, and we believe they are 
few indeed, we have doubtless been most liber- 
ally assisted by brethren of other churches, and 
the public,in bearing our pecuniary burdens,and 
this certainly will continue to be the case, and 
that too in a still higher degree, wherever our 
history is known, and our cause is explained, 
over the face of this land of bibles, of Protestant 
Christianity, of illuminating science, and repub- 
lican freedom and virtue. Let us do our duty, 
brethren, according to opportunity and means, 
and take divine truth for the security, God will 
smile upon the present, and also take care of the 
future. 

Third. Notwithstanding the common coinci- 
dence of sentiment and feeling formerly mani- 
fested by us all in our efforts to obtain a repre- 
sentative Church government, it may be that 
brethren are’now found to differ in their construc- 
tions both of the constitution and discipline; 
viewing and applying them upon different prin- 
ciples of interpretation, and in some instances 
finding fault with, and taking exceptions both 
to the one and to the other. This may be a 
source of distress and discouragement, particu- 
larly to tender and sensitive minds; whilst 
others are affected by the religious spirit of their 
brethren, some being too narrow and sectarian 
in their feelings, too much bent upon the suc- 


cess and glory of their own Church; whilst 
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others, on the Opposite extreme, appear wholly 
latitudinarian, not sufficiently regarding the pe- 
culiar institutions of Methodist Protestantism, 
but professing an enlargement of charity, which, 
although in avowed opposition merely to the 
jealous and straitening spirit of an unchristian 
bigotry, yet reaches beyond useful and neces- 
sary limits, and so by aiming at too much, neg- 
lects and loses what is both practicable and 
important. Brethren, these things have always 
been, and will probably continue tobe. It is 
possible that they are inseparable from the 
active powers of the human mind, and it is 
reasonable to suppose that the selfsame attri- 
butes of character were exemplified by the apos- 
tles themselves.—It ought not to have been 
supposed that there would be an entire una- 
nimity and uniformity of opinion and construc- 
tion about our constitution and discipline, un- 
less infallibility of wisdom and judgment were 
ascribed to the authors of them, and conse- 
quent absolute perfection to their work. Such 
acquiescence is not at all desirable; it of neces- 
sity would be too enslaving to the human mind, 
whilst a sheer captiousness of spirit, we are 
free to remark, is no property of an enlightened 
and sound understanding, and can but give un- 
easiness and disquiet to others, whilst it un- 
hinges the peace and comfort of the individual 
himself, 


On the subject of our religious spirit, we are 


aware that much and constant caution is neces- 
sary, yet we apprehend that latitudinarianism is 
the extreme to which we are now most inclined 
—not in doctrine, nor we trust in moral disci- 
pline—but in that catholicism which aims to 
level the partition wall between christian de- 
nominations in a kind of reaction to the senti- 
ments and feelings in which many of us were 
educated, and by which we were certainly too 
much circumscribed: There is certainly a 
predominant amount of noble liberality amongst 
our brethren. They take unreservedly by the 
hand all who prefer to love the Lord Jesus 
Christ. in sincerity, whether Episcopalians, 
Presbyterians, old side Methodists, or what 


not. This is right, altogether right. It is un- 


questionably pure Wesleyanism; and so amiable 
a spirit in itself, no one should ever wish to 


check. All that-ought to be done, or desired 
to be done, is to keep it in wholesome and ef- 


fective action upon definite, tangible, and prac- 
ticable objects. We are happy to feel this spi- 
rit, and therefore to profess ourselves under its 
influence. But yet we do not wish to conceal 
the fact that we are, in a relative view of de- 
nominational distinctions, by choice, in uffection 
and in sentiment, Methodists, and Methodist 


Protestants. 


We have a “habitation and a name,” for 
which we toiled in common with others, as we 
believe in the fear of God, and with earnest 
prayer that he would guide us to a safe and 
happy destination. With our home we say 


Coote’s, and Gleig’s Ecclesiastical History; or 
the History of the Christian Church, from the 
earliest period down to the present generation. 


each, nine parts will include the whole work. 


again, we are fully contented; in it we find our- 
selves exceedingly comfortable, notwithstanding 
it is susceptible of improvement, and notwith- 
standing our daily solicitudes and regrets that 
we cannot prevail with the thousands whom we 
are laboring to convince, and would fain per- 
suade and induce to come in and sit down at 
the same board and partake of the same cup 
from which we fee] ourselves so much strength- 
ened and refreshed. ' 


What then, brethren? Why, what isthe cha 


to the wheat? If, under God’s blessing, we 
enjoy so much real good, why should we be in the 
least discouraged by mere and accidental circum- 
stances? As before said, the gospel of Christ 
is taking powerful effect in many places, under 
our ministry, numbers of converted souls are 
added to our communion, and -our people are 
happy in religion, and pressing on to yet greater 
attainments.—Add to all, that God is kindly, 
and for the glory of his own name, providing 
for our enlarging circumstances and wants, by 
raising up and multiplying laborers for our sta- 
tioned and itinerant service. We are happy to 
be informed that several young men are coming 
forward within the limits of the Maryland Con- 
ference, to offer for the labors of the next Itine- 
rant year; and no doubt there is many a Samuel 
amongst the numbers of the youthful converts, 
of late gathered by divine grace into our chris- 
tian fold, whom God designs in his own good 
time and way to callto the holy and responsi- 
ble service of his sanctuary. Be it our constant 
business then to value our means and our mer- 
cies, and as brethren of the same household to 
look well to the cause and the concern which 
God has committed to our responsible keeping. 
—Here we stop for the present. 


THE BOOK AGENT 
OF THE METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, 
Having a desire to increase the number and 


variety of valuable Books, in the sale of which 
the Church is interested—has now the plea- 
sure of informing every Minister, Preacher, 
and member of the Church, that he has con- 
tracted very largely in view of the foregoing 
object, for the publication of the following high- 
ly important and very valuable works, viz.— 


A 8PLENDID QUARTO EDITION of History; 


This work has recently appeared in two oc- 


tavo volumes on Brevier type, and several hund- 
red copies have. been disposed of. 


The quarto edition now contemplated, will 


be on Jarge type, and will be printed in the best 
manner, and on superfine medium paper.— 
sia | it will be adorned with s1xTEEN sUPERB 
ENGRAVINGS, executed by some of the most emi- 


nent Artists in the United States, and in their 
best style. 


The whole work will be comprized in one 


volume of about eight hundred and twenty 
pages. It will be published by subscription, and 
wi 


be issued in parts of about ninety pages 
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The subscription price of each part will be 
75 cents, payable on delivery. To those who 
prefer subscribing for the work neatly bound, 
lettered, and gold edge rolled, the price will be 
$7 50 payable on delivery. 

It is unnecessary to state that every Protest- 
ant, and particularly every friend to civil and 
religious liberty should feel an interest in the 

eneral circulation of this noble work.—lIt is 
worthy a place in the cabinet, the library,and the 
parlor of every general, as well as theological 
reader. 

Another admirable and justly celebrated work 
in progress by the Book Agent is, 

Prideaux’s Connection of Sacred and Profane 
History, from the Declensions of the Kingdoms 
of Israel and Judah, to the time of Christ. 

‘This work has been in the highest estimation 
amongst the literary and religious community 
for about one hundred years, and its interest in- 
creases with each successive generation.—Per- 
haps there is not a profound Protestant divine or 
Biblical Student in England or America, who 
would hesitate for a moment to furnish his 
prompt and unequivocal recommendation to. this 
work of merit and interést. 

It will be published by subscription in two 
volumes octavo, containing four hundred and 
fifty pages each, at ¢2 50 per volume, neatly 
bound and lettered, payable on delivery. 

Prospectuses for both the foregoing works 
are now ready for delivery, printed on one 
sheet to lessen postage. (Particulars in demil 
are therein furnished, and such inducemeats 
presented as cannot fail to interest the subseri- 
bers and the agents. Those who feel an inter- 
est for the literary character and pecuniary in- 
terest of our Church, sufficient to induce them 
to volunteer in circulating those works will 
please signify the saine, by mail, to the Book 
Agent, and a prospectus for each work will be 
forwarded to their address. 

The Book Agent having purchased the Stereo- 
type Plates of Dr. Adam Clarke’s Commentary 
on the New Testament, will in a few weeks 
from this date be enabled to furnish a good edi- 
tion of that most excellent work. 
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MISCELLANY. 


SLOTH AND IDLENESS THE PEST OF THE WORLD 
AND THE BANE OF THE CHURCH. 


Sloth is another foe of public duty we have to 
mention. The love of ease has been frequently 
described as the besetting sin of human nature. 
It is certain, that we every day see, and feel, the 
impediments which it places in the way of use- 
fulness. If our plans may be accomplished with 
little effort on the part of others, we indulge the 
hope of success. But if much sacrifice be re- 
quired, our anticipations generally decline, until 
they reach the point of despair. It is the same, 
in a great measure, when looking to ourselves. 
We dare not confide in our own perseverance, 
if it should be put to a severe test, any more 
than in that ofour brethren. | 

How many intellectual men pass life away 
without any thing deserving the name of labor! 
And this,“ perhaps, is their conduct, while pro- 
fessing to regard their ability to do good, as a 
matter of which an account must be given here- 
after. They read, they talk, they luxuriate—but 
they shrink from real exertion. They look, pro- 
bably,to the Redeemer of men,expecting ere long 
to receive from his hand a place in heaven: but 
they are idlers in his cause on earth. The same 
kind of delinquency frequently occurs in the in- 
stance of the man of business—the individual 
whose province isin practical affairs. He might 
bring his discernment, his experience, and his 
leisure, to the aid of many an ot er object. 
But it is easier to beguile himself with trifles, 
than to apply himself to dutys. He is more con- 
cerned to provide personal amusement, than to 
benefit either the Church or the world. 

Indolence is not an unfrequent occasion of 
difficulty, when endeavoring to meet the ordi- 
nary duties of our station in the spirit required 
by the Gospel. . . . . Now, where there is any 
marked leaning toward this vice, along with a 
spirit of piety, there is another sphere added to 
the many which constitute the warfare of the 
christian. And indolence, be it remembered, 


_ The Book Agent most respectfully and affec- 
tionately solicits the aid of the Ministers, 
Preachers, and Members, and the Conferences: 
that he may be enabled to realize the just expec- 
tations, he hopes he has been authorized to 
entertain from them, as friends to learning and 
piety. 

Dear Brethren,—Your Agent has become 
responsible for very large amounts by those 
and contracts,—and he most sincere-. 
y hopes, that whilst he is not only laboring 
day and night to serve the literary character ‘of 


our Church, and incurring large, but indispen-. 


sable obligations in view of this object, that 
each of you will do what is in your power to’ 
aid in placing such works before the world as 
are Calculated to elicit the just commendations 
and patronage of the intelligent and the virtu- 
ous, whilst the world shall be morally and iniel- 
lectually improved by the perusal of those esti- 
mable publications. 

He hopes that there will be a simultaneous 
movement on this subject, and that the mail 
will bring him daily orders for subscription pro- 
posals.—Each can do something in this good 
work. Your kind co-operation will greatly 
oblige your Book Agent. 
he works are such as commend themselves 
n point of dignity, worth, and celebrity; whilst 
_ they cannot fail to increase our reputation as 


when leading to the neglect of manifest duty, is 
not only a sin, but one which is sure not tu ex- 
ist alone. Ifit refer to worldly duty in the first 
instance, it will not fail to extend itself to reli- 
gious duty; and it will put the mind in search of 
a multitude of vain excuses, in the hope of shel- 
tering its delinquencies. Thus a proneness to 
deceit becomes the never-failing associate of 
idleness. 

As the frauds and wrongs practised on socie- 
ty may be traced, in most instances, to the fact 
that some men, while they must eat, will not work, 
so nearly all the corruptions of christianity are 
to be ascribed to the circumstance that men, 
while concerned to obtain the rest of the future 
world, are bent on seeking it by some easier or 
more agreeable process than that which the 
Scriptures have prescribed. Hence the substi- 
tution of vagrant fancies in the room of labori- 


ous self-examination, of airy speculations in the 


lace of practical holiness. It is the great po- 
icy of the worldly idler to render a little effort 
as productive as possible; and it is precisely 
thus with the spiritual idler. Their system, ac- 
cordingly, is to put the easiest and cheapest 
services in the stead of the more difficult and 
costly. And every one must perceive that it 
requires much less effort to censure christians 
than to excel them; to condemn the world than 
to effect its improvement. Indeed, there is 


friends to literature and religion. . 


}scarcely another vanity so seductive as that 


4% 


“ {which tells a man, that by loudly denouncing 


other persons, he is giving prominence to some 
conceived superiority in himself. .We want 
something more, as the evidence ‘Of unusual 


sanctity, than a disposition to seem very angry — 


with the real or the imaginary religion of our 
neighbors. 

_ The substance of what we here say is this;— 
idleness, the pest of the world, is equally, though 


under other forms, the bane of the Church; and 
guard 
wer in all 


that it much behoves the christian to : 
against its creeping and insidious 
its shapes. It is the chief ally of our natural 


depravity, the foe of all duty, amd especially of 


those duties which require peculiar watchfulness 
and exertion.— Vaughan’s Christian Warfare. 


MARRIED. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
On Sunday evening, the 13th January, in the 
Methodist Protestant Church, in Abingdon, Va. 
by the Rev. David R. Preston, Rev. Lewis F. 


Cossy, Pastor of said church, and formerly of 
Staunton, Va. to Miss Jane Exiza Bexim, of 


the former place. 

On Thursday evening, the 24th January, at 
the residence of Col. Edward Coles, in North- 
umberland County, Virginia, by the Rev. Dr. J. 
M. Jennings, the Rev. Beneprer G. Burcess, 
of the Methodist Protestant Church, to Miss 
R. A. E. Correrett. 

OBITUARY. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
‘ What man is he that liveth and shall not 
see death?” Whatever may be our circumstan- 
ces, or wherever our lot may be cast, we are 
travelling to the place appointed for all the liv- 
ing, the silence of the tomb! Through a scene 
of sorrow and affliction we are hastening on 


towards eternity! 
to die! How cold is the embrace of death! 
How dreamless is the slumber of the grave! 
Such thoughts as these often present themselves 
to our minds when in the season of reflection 
we “consider our latter end.’ And when the 
contemplation fixes on the valley of shadows, 
how welcome is the sight of the Christian Pil- 
grim, cheerfully passing through and singing 
“I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me: 

rod and Thy staff they comfort me!’’ 

Thus did her weeping friends behéld Mrs. 
Ann M. Jessop, on the evening of the 5th July, 
1832, pass through the shadowy vale to the 
place of rest prepared for the redeemed in the 
paradise above. | 

Mrs. Jessop was called in the providence of 
God to wade through the “deep waters,” and 
bitter was the cup of which she drank! But 
who that knew and loved her will not say with 


the psalmist, ‘‘It was good for her to have been — 
It was not until a few hours previ- | 


afflicted.” 
ous to her decease, that she experienced the 
blessing her soul had so long ardently desired; 
a clear and indubitable testimony that her God 
was reconciled to her: and with regard to eter- 


nity, that all was well! Then did her trium- 


phant soul ‘‘address itself to its journey,” and 


‘sweetly singing ‘‘there is room enough in para- 


dise to have a shout of glory,” she peacefully 
departed with the messenger of the covenant, 
I will 


to be with Christ, which is far better.” 


shadow of the tree of life. 


| _ Reisterstown, January 30, 1833. 


/ 


Surely it is a solemn thing 


only add an earnest prayer that her husband 
‘may successfully strive to meet her beneath the 
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POETRY. 


THE END OF TIME, 


“ And I saw another mighty Angel come down from 
Heaven, clothed with a cloud; and a rainbow was up- 
on his head; and he set his right foot upon the sea,and 
his left foot upon the earth,and cried with a loud voice. 
And the Angel which I saw stand upon the sea and up- 
on the earth lifted up his hand to Heaven: and swear 
by Him that liveth for ever and ever, who created 
Heaven and the things that therein are, and the earth, 
and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the 
things that therein are, that there should be time no 
longer! Reveations, Chap. x. 


I saw an Angel on a cloud, 
Come floating through the air; 
The Heavens look’d like the world’s dark shroud, 
All blacken’d with despair : 
With mighty stride he stalked forth, 
Encompassing the south and north, 
And eke the middle clime; 
Earth reel’d beneath his pondcrous weight, 
The ocean roll’d all agitate, 
Tumultuous and sublime. 


A garb of light he round him cast, 
Blended with Heaven’s pure blue; 

And thunder’s blighting, withering blast, 
He round his pathway threw: 

Heaven's radiant arch entwined his brow 

(Which shone forth with a heavenly glow 
Of majesty divine,) 

Seal of the Covenant firm and sure, 

That through all ages shall endure, 
Until the end of time. 


The Heavens drew back to let him pass,— 
With terror hence they fled; | 
All wither’d was the vernal grass, — 
The sea laid bare its bed: 
The mountains skipped to and fro, 
Threat’ning the vales to overthrow, — 
The troubled world did groan; 
The sun withdrew his glittering rays, 
Quenched beneath the brighter blaze, 
That round the Angel shone. 


Upon a mountain’s rugged height 
He fix’d his left foot sure,— 
And on the ocean’s waves so bright 
Planted his right secure: y 
With arms uplifted to the sky, 
He swore, by Him who reigns on high, 
Girded with might and power: 
And who created earth and sea 
In all their vast immensity,— 
That—Time should be no more! 


Earth quaked at the fatal sound, 
And to its centre shook,— 
It reach’d creation’s utmost bound; 
Then with majestic look, 
He stretch’d his arm up to the sun, 
And thence pull’d forth that mighty one, 
And hurl’d him to the sea: 
The moon grew pale with wild affright, 
The stars withdrew their glimmering light,— 
For light no more could be! . 


The mountains melted to their base, 
The Heavens fled away; 

The sea could find itself no place, 
Where it might longer stay: 

Mankind in wild confusion fled, 

The living mingling with the dead,— 

_ Thrones and dominions fell: 

The huge ps sank into the wave, 

En ’d in ocean's yawnin ve,—~ 


- The light still dim and dimmer grew, 
Till swallow’d up in night; 
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And then the Angel, to my view, 
Shone like a meteor bright; 
The tempest ceased its raging breath,— 
All nature yielded up to death, 
The earth, the sky, the sea: 
A dark cloud rose upon my sight, 
And shrouded al) in tenfold night,— 
’Twas blank Eternity! 


INTELLIGENCE. 


LATE AND IMPORTANT. 


CAPITULATION OF THE CITADEL OF ANTWERP— 
DESTRUCTION OF THE DUTCH FLOTILLA, &c. 


By the arrival of the ship Florida, Capt. Griswold, 
from London, the Editors of the New York Commercial 
Advertiser, have advices from that city to the evening of 
the 27th of December, five days later than former dates. 
These papers inform us that Antwerp, after a siege of 26 
days, during which time the fortress was literally— 


girded with a waist-of iron. 
And hemmed about with grim destruction, 


has capitulated to the French. The annexed letter from 
the correspondent of the London papers, gives the par- 
ticulars of the capitulation :— 


Berchem, Head-quarters of Marshal Gerard, 
Half past Eleven o’clock at night, 
Sunday, Dec. 23. 


CAPITULATION OF THE CITADEL OF ANTWERP. 


The capitulation is at length signed, and the brave 
General Chasse isa prisoner of war in the hands of the 
French. The negociations were carried on during the 
whole of the day, and it is only within the last hour that 
the terms have been definitely settled. Chasse at first 
demanded that himself and garrison should be allowed 
to return to Holland. Tothis Gerard positively refused, 
and desired that the Citadel should surrender at discre- 
tion. A second parliamentaire was then sent by Chasse, 
with a different proposition. The Marshal, having, con- 
sulted a Council of War,returned for answer,that Chasse 
should give up all the forts belonging to Belgium along 
the Scheldt; and that, on such conditions being acceded 
to, he would consent to the first demand of the Dutch 
General. 

Chasse, after a little delay, sent a third parlementary 
with a note to Gerard, stating that he had no control over 
forts Lillo and Liefkenshock, which were placed under 
the orders of Captain Bake. Gerard at length sent his 
alternative to Chasse, and desired a categorical answer 
with as short delay as possible. The Marshal demanded 
that Lillo and Lie{kenshock, with all the forts dependen- 
cies of the citadel, should be given up, when the garri- 
son would be permitted to leave the citadel with all the 
honors of war; or, that the dependencies only should be 
given up, and the garrison remain prisoners of war until 
the forts of Lillo and Lief kenshock were in possession 
of the Belgians. Chasse accepted the latter condition, 
and the capitulation was signed at 10 o’clock, by which 
the Belgians are to take possession of the out posts of the 
gates of the esplanade and secours, and that the Tete de 
Flandre, forts Burght and D’Austruwil were to be imme- 
diately evacuated. 

Seventy five thousand Frenchmen, with upwards of 
150 pieces of cannon have succeeded, after twenty-four 
days siege, in reducing the citadel of Antwerp, with its 
handful of men. The honor in this instance is all on 
one side—the Dutch notwithstanding the overwhelming 
force of the enemy gave them active employment for 
nearly a month, and only surrendered when the citadel 
was reduced to ashes and their provisions and ammuni- 
tion destroyed by the bombs of the besiegers. History 
will not have much to say in favor of the French asa 
brave and hazardous seige. Taking advantage of dark 
nights, they succeeded in forming their parallels and cut- 
ting their trenches. Protected by their works,they show- 
ered bombs like hail into the citadel—instead of gallant- 
ly mounting the breach, they sprung mines, and, not be- 
ing harrassed by an army either in the rear or front,they 
worked at leisure,and by force of military tactics and the 
amazing strength of their artillery, they reduced the cit- 
adel into the deplorable condition it is now to be seen. 


From the New Orleans Bee, Jan. 19. 
VERY LATE AND HIGHLY IMPORTANT NEWS 
FROM MEXICO. 


The schooner Tepeyac, from Vera Cruz, arrived in 
this port yesterday—we have received by her our files of 


the Censor to the 7th inst. bringing news from Mexico to 
the 2nd, and a few numbers of the Aurora, from Jalapa, 


| diately 


to the 29th December. The news they convey are of the 
most lively interest. 

The garrison in Mexico, had declared, on the 27th De- 
cember in favor of the Zavaleta Convention. Muzquiz, 
who fulfilled temporarily, the functions of President, on 
being informed of this event by the General Herrera, 
commander in chief of the garrison, convened both 
houses of Congress, to acquaint them of what was going 
on, and begged to be permitted to retire to his own house 
and live as a private citizen—this demand, was imme- 

ranted him. The officers of the four depart- 
ments of state are shut up, and the archives placed in 
the custody of the Secretaries, who administer these de- 
partments. All which took place in the greatest order 
and without the least opposition. 

The command of the military force was committed to 
General Lemus. 

In consequence of these happy events, the two divi- 
sions, consisting of about 6000 men commanded by their 
excellencies Generals Santa Anna and Bustamente,made 
their entrance into the city of Mexico, on the 2nd Janua- 
ry, amidst the enthusiastic acclamation of the whole pop- 
ulation. Our news do not go to a later date. 

Generals Santa Anna and Bustamente, were expected 
to arrive at the next day, the 3d, accompanied by the 
President Pedraza. The public demonstration of joy 
and the congratulation with which were to be hailed,the 
worthy chiefs who have so valiantly fought for the con- 
stitution and the laws, are a most evident proof of the 
honesty of their conduct and the sworn sympathies of 
public opinion in their favour. 

After a severe and rather a lengthy struggle, the Mex- 
ican people receive now, the reward of their noble per- 
severance. The constitution triumphs, the reign of the 
law is restored; these elements of prosperity and order 
cannot fail bearing their fruits. 

The Mexicans ought never to forget the lesson they 
have just received. Bustamente, a man of honor anc 
great private worth,became a tyrant after he was invest 
ed with the supreme power. Let them, therefore, be 
more cautious in their political preference. Let them 
commit their liberties to none but those who are not to 
be mastered by party spirit, or dazzled by power. 


CHOLERA IN NASHVILLE. 


We learn from late Nashville papers that the cholera 
has reappeared inthatcity. For the week ending on Sa- 
turday the 19th ult. the Board of Health reported ten 
cases and six deaths. On Monday the 2st, nine cases 
are reported for the last two days, three of which termi- 
nated fatally. Two of the three were colored persons. 
According to the Nashville Banner,—“‘the disease is not 
considered epidemic, the few cases which have occurred 
being those of persons peculiarly exposed from habit or 


situation, and not sufficiently prompt and cautious in at- 
tention to their health.” 


REV. E. K. AVERY. 


This person is of painful notoriety. He was examin- 
ed before Mr. Justice Haile, and Mr. Justice Howe, for 
fourteen cays, during which time many witnesses were 
called: and the result was, the prisoner was piscHARGED. 
He, through his counsel, offered to give bail for his ap- 
pearance at the next term, if any one on the part of the 
prosecution required it. None required. He remained 
two days in Bristol, during which time the public excite- 
ment rose to an alarming height, and he fled upon the 
ailvice of friends and legal counsel, in order, as alleged, 
to escape the popular feeling. He has since been appre- 
hended, and is awaiting his trial in March next. 

In the mean time, a full “report of the examination” 
has been published by L. Drury, Esq., the correctness of 
which is attested, as appears to us, by private letters from 
the most competent persons, as counsel for the prisoner, 
and several ministers, (some not Methodist,) who were 
in attendance, as well as by the internal evidence of the 
repori. Copies of this report may be had of M’E.rarna 
Banes & Hersert, 85 Chatham-st., New York. 

N. B. Neither Mr. Drury, nor the counsel for the pri- 
soner, nor either of the justices, is a Methodist, or had, 
as we understand, any personal acquaintance with Mr. 
Avery. Christian Advocate. 


The suit of Azor Hoyt plaintiff, against J. Emory, B. 
Waugh, N. Bangs, and J. Collord, for an alleged libel 
published in this paper some two years since, was tried 
in this ciiy last week, and a verdict rendered for the 
plaintiff for $300. We have not room for any thing far- 
ther now; but a farther statement ma : 


y be expected next 
week, simply the facts of the case as developed Serine 


the trial, and reported in the city papers. Ib. 
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